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Mission
It is our mission to expand procurement opportunities 

with diverse firms

MBE WBE

PBE VOSB

Diversity



Objectives

 Search for Diverse Vendors in iBuy Shop at the Top.

 Search for Diverse Vendors in the iBuy Punchout

Catalogs.

 Search for Diverse Vendors in the Business Enterprise 

Program (BEP) Database.

 Find training resources in the BEP Database.
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Small Purchases
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The Illinois Procurement Code has established small purchase limits/competitive solicitation thresholds 

for individual procurements of supplies, services, professional or artistic services, and procurement of 

construction. 

:



7.2.3 Purchases below the Small Purchase 

Limit Policy

 Units are encouraged to seek diverse vendors (minorities, 
females, persons with disabilities and veterans) for 
purchases greater than or equal to $10,000 and under 
the small purchase limit by soliciting at least one quote from 
a Business Enterprise Program (BEP) certified diverse 
vendor or State Use - Sheltered Workshop, when available.

 The individual submitting a purchase requisition shall 
document that quotes were solicited from multiple vendors, 
including diverse vendors and small businesses. 
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https://www.obfs.uillinois.edu/purchases/procedures-rules/bid-limits/


DIVERSE VENDORS IN IBUY SHOP AT 

THE TOP

Tips for Sourcing Diverse Vendors
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iBuy Shop at the Top

 Search tool on the iBuy Homepage

 Search for Diverse Vendors like any other product
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Diverse Supplier Icon

 Find the Diverse Supplier icon in your search results
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Example Search
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Example Search (continued)
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DIVERSE VENDORS IN IBUY PUNCHOUT 

CATALOGS

Tips for Sourcing Diverse Vendors
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Punchout Catalogs

 Office Max

 Grainger
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Office Max Punchout Catalog
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Office Max Website
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Office Max Website (continued)
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Grainger Punchout Catalog
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Grainger Website
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Grainger Website (continued)
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BUSINESS ENTERPRISE PROGRAM 

(BEP) DATABASE

Tips for Sourcing Diverse Vendors
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Supplier Diversity Webpage
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BEP Certification Portal

9/7/2017OFFICE OF BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL SERVICES – OFFICE OF PROCUREMENT DIVERSITY 22



Search by Commodity Code
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Search by Commodity Code (continued)
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Search by Business Description
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BEP Certification Portal Training

 Introduction to the System

 Online Certification Application

 Contract Compliance Reporting

 Vendor Registration & Questionnaire
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BEP Certification Portal Training (continued)
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Diverse Firm Search Tutorial

https://youtu.be/j-oVBBoqjUs
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https://youtu.be/j-oVBBoqjUs


Office of Procurement Diversity

 Sharla Roberts, Director of Procurement Diversity

(312) 413-2274

sharlar@uillinois.edu

 Dale Morrison, Senior Supplier Diversity Coordinator

(312) 996-2838

dmorris@uillinois.edu

https://www.obfs.uillinois.edu/supplier-diversity/who-to-ask/
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THANK YOU & QUESTIONS

Tips for Sourcing Diverse Vendors
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